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Mostly sunny: High 76, Low 57 


Susan Walsh / Associated Press 
Michael Flynn discussed 
sanctions on Russia with 
its ambassador. 


Flynn pleads guilty in Russia probe 


Ex-national security adviser admits 
lying to FBI in deal with special counsel 


WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON — For- 
mer national security ad- 
viser Michael Flynn plead- 
ed guilty Friday to lying to 
the FBI about his contacts 
with Russian Ambassador 
Sergey Kislyak and, in an 


ominous sign for the White 
House, said he is cooperat- 
ing in the ongoing probe 
of possible coordination 
between the Trump cam- 
paign and the Kremlin to 
influence the 2016 election. 

When Flynn was forced 
out of the White House in 


February, officials said he 
had misled the administra- 
tion, including Vice Presi- 
dent Mike Pence, about his 
contacts with Kislyak. But 
court records and people 
familiar with the contacts 
indicated he was acting in 
consultation with senior 
Trump transition officials, 
including President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared 
Kushner, in his dealings 


with the diplomat. 

Flynn’s plea revealed 
that he was in touch with 
senior Trump transition of- 
ficials before and after his 
communications with the 
ambassador. 

The pre-inauguration 
communications with 
Kislyak involved efforts to 
blunt Obama administra- 
tion policy decisions — on 
sanctions on Russia and a 


U.N. resolution on Israel 
— potential violations of a 
rarely enforced law. 

Flynn said in a state- 
ment: “It has been extraor- 
dinarily painful to endure 
these many months of false 
accusations of ‘treason’ and 
other outrageous acts. Such 
false accusations are con- 
trary to everything I have 
ever done and stood for. But 

Flynn continues on A16 


Concerns raised 
over rising number 
of cases in state 


By Todd Ackerman 


Texas officials have is- 
sued a health alert about 
the rising threat of poten- 
tially fatal typhus in Hous- 
ton and other parts of the 
state. 

The alert by the Tex- 
as Department of State 
Health Services calls on 
health care providers 
to increase their “clini- 
cal suspicion” for typhus 
symptoms, which include 
fever, headache, muscle 
pain, anorexia, rash, nau- 
sea and vomiting. Such 
symptoms are often con- 
fused with a number of 
viral ailments. 

“We want to heighten 
awareness so the medical 
community conducts ap- 
propriate testing if a pa- 
tient presents with symp- 
toms that could suggest 
typhus,” said Tom Sidwa, 
state public health veteri- 
narian. “The symptoms 
may be vague and broadly 
applicable, but typhus 
needs to be in the forefront 
of providers’ possible di- 
agnoses.” 

Typhus, a_ bacterial 
scourge thought to be 
eradicated in most of the 
United States, is making 
a comeback in Texas. In 
August, the Chronicle re- 

Typhus continues on A16 
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Lighting up the holiday season 
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Yi-Chin Lee / Houston Chronicle 
Fireworks light up the night sky during the 98th annual Mayor’s Holiday Celebration and Tree 

Lighting on Friday at City Hall. The event is a holiday tradition featuring music, fireworks, family 
fun, a towering tree and, of course, Santa Claus. 


By Alejandra Matos 


AUSTIN — All mem- 
bers of the Texas House, 
including staff and in- 
terns, will have to com- 
plete sexual harassment 


training by the end of 
January as part of a new 


sexual harassment policy 


for the House passed Fri- 
day. 
The Committee on 


House Administration, 
led by Rep. Charlie Geren, 
R-Fort Worth, enacted 
the new policy that pro- 
vides examples of sexual 


Texas House takes on sexual harassment 


New policy defines bad conduct, 
requires training for staff members 


harassment, training 
requirements and com- 
plaint and investigation 
procedures. 

The policy comes af- 
ter the state’s top leaders 
called for a review of sex- 
ual harassment policies 
at the Texas Capitol amid 
reports in recent weeks 
about sexual harassment 
in Texas and around the 
country. 


gally be required to com- 
plete sexual harassment 
training because they are 
not employees. But who 
takes the training will be 
become a matter of public 
record. 


will continue to work on 
it,” said Geren, who also 
asked House Speaker 


Lawmakers can’t le- 


“Its not perfect, but we 


House continues on A15 


Official 
settled 
suit with 
public 
money 


Texas lawmaker 
paid $84,000 in 
harassment case 


WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON — US. 
Rep. Blake Farenthold 
of Corpus Christi used 
$84,000 in taxpayer dol- 
lars to settle with a former 
aide who sued him for 
sexual harassment in 2014, 
the Washington Post con- 
firmed Friday. 

Farenthold — whose 
27th Congressional Dis- 
trict covers the Texas Gulf 
Coast from Matagorda to 
Nueces counties — is the 
first member of Congress 
confirmed to have ben- 
efited from a little-known 
Treasury Department fund 
created to cover workplace 
settlements involving law- 
makers. The congressional 
Office of Compliance, or 
OOC, disclosed Friday that 
the fund paid for only one 
sexual harassment settle- 
ment involving a House 
lawmaker’s office in the 
past five years, but did not 
name Farenthold. 

The Republican con- 
gressman’s former com- 
munications director, Lau- 
ren Greene, accused him of 
making sexually charged 
comments designed to 
gauge whether she was in- 

Ethics continues on A15 


Tillerson’s transition to politics derails 


Texan’s technocratic style clashes 
with Trump’s makeup, State insiders 


By James Osborne 


WASHINGTON — Dur- 
ing a walk through a park 
in Switzerland this fall, 
with reporters in tow, Sec- 
retary of State Rex Tiller- 
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Inmate kills self 


A week before he was scheduled 
to plead guilty to capital murder, a 
mentally ill Harris County Jail inmate 


hangs himself. PAGE A3 


son was drawn toa sphere- 
shaped sculpture of two 
figures huddled together, 
embracing. 

Only two weeks earlier, 
the former Exxon Mobil 
CEO had gone before cam- 


NATION 


Lauer fallout 


The top two executives at NBC 
News try to quell any in-house 

suspicions about their handling 
of Matt Laver. PAGE A13 


eras to deny he was resign- 
ing his post as his relation- 
ship with President Donald 
Trump soured over tweets 
undercutting Tillerson’s 
foreign policy agenda and 
reports that Tillerson, in a 
moment of frustration, had 
called the president a “mo- 
ron.” 

Looking at that sculp- 
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ture, Tillerson quipped: 
“Some days I feel like I need 
todo that. Curl up ina ball.” 
After a career spent 
through the ranks of the 
Texas oil industry to arrive 
at the CEO’s suite at one of 
the world’s largest oil com- 
panies, Tillerson’s grand at- 
tempt to transition into po- 
Tillerson continues on A16 
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Secretary 
of State 
Rex 
Tillerson 
denies 
efforts 
are afoot 
to remove 
him from 
the job. 


Carolyn 
Kaster / AP 
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